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Bear T eris ^larmion&e* 

^ffcer year { tresis© tike- expression) book on Garrison ©aaa out* X $rots 
llera&itb set Has fbr^the extensive pl^eiarlam fr^m my work* Th© Pro« ident seemed 
genuinely upset about vHe and another t&sft of my cork in which Meredith wag 
Involved* wes euT^oae^ to discus® with, a friend of min® doliys something about it* 
end to^k up with you whet he accurately labelled serious charges. As you know* 
you mad# no response. A a you and X botu know* you Couldn't. Your inaeasl tlvl ty 
aad your igfMMjanse ©oaibined to gull you into the theft of even one oX my rare 
error©. la that cage* yju wore renterkobly sttapid* for I wa 3 able to win you off* 

By a col dent X wse with ^oneo Harris m&n ae got a call on It, ke said met X told 
him to day. Had you heeded it* you’d hsv& stolen ©a* thing less. 

. Reports of y<?ur new pro jeot having just reached mo, 1 hove just 
^ Witten Credits. Altkeugk X 4ai act he* have year ©Mrees* X do write you so 
that preoccupation n^y not prevent it Ister# X taluk this letter ie ttlsi? in 
year interest* . . :" 

A Hnor industry has grown up sraong sycophants* litomry Thores 
end incaerpeteiii investigators. It is an old one* theft. In your case* you sou^it 
to disguise it with citations to some of it (la every ease* Hthout having sought 
petmi salon), of cmireo* It ia possible tost in vrh^i you labelled sa an ^mauthorlsedP 
aoccmnt, to mudiof walea ie unalloyed Garrison* your own ignorance mey kfv© kept 
Jou from knowing when ke me u$iB& %m material of others, which fos by no mesne 
uncommon, Unfortunately* Ji© dia almost no original and sutstautiel rrark* having 
besn enticed from It by those sfco ©oasttarclalized him* of ^aoss you are one* 1 
underatend tnot in your case it was not as profitable ee you rai^bt haw wanted, 
©there it yielded e consider afolo return, To it wee © disaster, 

Hterary theft in* to me* more disreputable than other stealing 
bso^uae it is d^no by toes© wte do not have to steM for their livelihood or 
to satisfy other oasis. X ©m, ©f ^^ouma* hurt ^nea x am tm* victim, More* in 
the field in which for n&ny year X h*w worked* X believe much in involved* 

Others and X worked hard sad at great cost in eii effort Lto establish truth 

end oo tr.“t tn~ country c»n benefit re from* Tha erooksj of whoift you ®re ona 
of th@ le*~t skilfully disguised* 0 lm hurt tMs effort la mx$ *^ys* most 
obvious being in destroying credibility. 

End Feneter^ald is as epea a msa* in m^iay '^©ys* ss Ji^ Garri^cm. He 
would like to help everyone* and his intention is to help* ^ike ^i*a* ho has done 
Uttlfi pereoosl investigation, tevlng drawn upon others* And like Jim, he is 
oaelly imposed npom* fhe first two tisres X aent lotted it to hist*. Bud claimed not 
to know yen olen a book on tm 4 iug/fey eeae, Thursday he acknowledged thst be 
knnws you arc dteiag one, 

^bat you stay not iioi? much of what has is ffiy work. So* I 

m telling you - and in tailing you, X m ©Is© earning yon. Sven Ms client % got 
for Mm. My own concern far this b^ing Addled cleanly sad acceptably 1 e auch 
that X d^^lined s reouoct frosa 4 ^a|cr pubUcher that I dc « abort* fast* 



sensational ly-wxi t ten book not on tie results of my work but on what A hav® done. 
This ig neither ay bag nor tbs aeons by which truth Is established. * 

Although It should not be necessary to toll you tala, I do remind 
you that a writer's rights We bis material are vested in the common Is 1 ® ee ®sll 
sb by copyright. he does not lose these rights *feen his material Is used In any 
kind of official proceeding (witness the Archives end the Tarren material). Prior 
to msfclne all of sny work avoilsble to Bud, X did lmjuire into this. You acy have 
no we y of ktiosi ns it ( asvr that you. certainly know it is not your own work), but 
e fair amount of t^e court record is ay work. 1 hnvs not given yon «nfi X will not 
give you the ripht to use sny of my work. 

ITaturslly, you ana do your own work, even if in this field you seem 
never to have done it before. But, stay eray from mine, in any form and from say 
secondary source. There is plenty to bo dene by everyone. You do not hsve to b® 
a thief, even if that is the easier way. 

There are also difference between the situation today and taafc prior 
to t ns Orarrison disaster. 1 think it might help you to understand some of them. 
Although- it was not tne osae when you began association with ®ud, I am n ow^ und er 
contract to a publisher, so it Is not I a Ira no who will he to an interest a*« 
in doing something about plagiarism. Hot will my resources be ee limited. Also, 
in earlier days there seemed to be e const ruetivo pirpcee to be served by alienee 
about the transgressions of an unfortunately large number of people. ?fc>t only is 
that no longer the case, but ^ have had all X went of the defense of the crooks, 
that X am some kind of paranoid who imagines these things and other. siAiiar libels 
and slanders. 

literary crooks end uhoree seam to engage in self-deception, to make 
whst they do more tolerable to tueanselTCa * All, of courts, h, we the loftiest 
motive. Ora seems to uov® spoken for most when h* 9 *id, tr As far os I am con- 
cerned, once Hal mblishes it, it becomes public dome in." X would encourage you 
not to belie vb this. 

Hor would you be vdae to assume that 1 hsve written Meredith for 
herroa-ment. You know of your own tuftft, but you do not kna tnat they ora me 
money under signed contracts, mere they have raver paid the contracted sums, 
snfi for the use of mat ras not contracted - ss well »« its misuse. I do not 
*eek the hurt of say others, but 1 do end will Bask the relief of my own hurt. 

If they are willing to mvke a fair settlement , a a they erf gl rally indioatad, 
that will sstiefy ms. If they bus not, X do propose to seek relief in court, 
which will also be in public. If, se they Indicated, they showed my letters 
■fco ycHi* you s&ottld know tii.^3 1 X om & koofts c^n ^ 011 * 

In ?• 11 of this Bud is also in s vulnerable position. I would prevent 
hurt or tits possibility of hurt to Ms, too. he is my lawyer in somsmottera, 
tfciah somoli cotes his life end activities in ora direction, and he represents 
Bay* a interests, which does the seme to him in other says. There he also has 
those who may rail be looking for the chance to do sosaw thing to him. And I, 
please believe me, will be vigilant in defending ay own interests and those 
that moon sorae thing to me. It ia not gbing to be ss it has been, dwtsver is 
required, whatever is involved. 

Sine© rely. 



Uarold ^elsberg 



